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Pregowska earns spot in Belmar's AVP event
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GANNETT NEW JERSEY PHOTO BY MICHAEL SYPNIEWSKI
Former Bridgewater-Raritan High School standout Aggie Pregowska dives to make a dig during the Great American Volleyball's AVP Wildcard tournament Sunday in Belmar.
Gannett New Jersey report 

Aggie Pregowska, who just graduated from Bridgewater-Raritan High School, will be participating in her first Association of Volleyball Professionals event when the tour comes to Belmar on July 9-11. 

Pregowska and partner Aleksandra Wolak of New York won the women's berth by finishing first out of 16 teams in the Great American Volleyball's AVP Wildcard tournament Saturday and Sunday in Point Pleasant. 

Pregowska, who led Bridgewater-Raritan to the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association girls volleyball championship last fall, played in the AVP qualifier event last year, but she and partner Katie Seaman were eliminated in the first round. 

"We were the lowest seed, and we played the best team from California," Pregowska said. "But I still went to the tournament, and I met Kerri Walsh (who teams with Misty May as the No. 1 ranked women's team in the AVP). Now, it's so cool, I'll be playing right next to them." 

Pregowska was playing in her second tournament with Wolak (they had finished second the previous time). This time, they beat Linda Capizzi, Bradley Beach, and Lisa Ekmejian, Bound Brook, 21-19, 25-23 in the semifinals. Capizzi and Ekmejian have been the two top women's players at Jersey Shore tournaments for several years. 

In the final, Pregowska and Wolak faced two veteran players from New York, Cathy Von Shoenermark and Kathy McGeehan. They fell behind 15-6 in the first game, then faced five game-point situations when they were losing 20-15. But they came back to win 23-21. 

"We had a slump at the start of the game," Pregowska said. "But we were able to serve well and came back." 

Pregowska and Wolak won the second game 21-16. 

"It's such a big deal to get to play in the AVP tournament," Pregowska said. "I'm really not expecting too much, I just hope we play well and it will be a good experience." 

Brian Soldano has participated in plenty of AVP events, and he would have hated to miss the Belmar Open. But because of work, the only way Soldano, of Middletown, was going to able to play this year was by winning over the weekend. 

So he and partner Jim Walls, Cape May, did just that, capturing the title and a spot in the AVP event. Soldano, a former tour regular, has played in 25 AVP events with two ninth-place finishes. 

Soldano and Walls, who finished 17th together at Belmar in 2004, beat Elvis Rodriguez, New York, and Jeff Wentworth, Brielle, 21-17, 21-16 in the final on Sunday to earn their AVP berth. In the semifinals, they beat Bill Nareth, Parsippany, and Adam Niemczynowicz, Lake Peekskill, N.Y., 21-10, 21-13. Twenty teams entered the wildcard event. 

Teams can still earn their way into the AVP event in its qualifier tournament July 9 in Belmar. Soldano, who works in New York City, wasn't going to be able to play in that. 
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